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President’s Report  
 
Welcome back to you all after a relaxing Christmas and New Year break.   Whilst there are 
some issues to be dealt with within the Society, I would hope that the G.C.S.B.S. can move 
forward in a positive direction in 2018 so that all members can benefit from being involved 
in such a great Society. 
 
Firstly I have very sad news that two members of our society have passed away. Colin Mead 
suddenly passed away on Boxing Day last year. This was very unexpected and our heartfelt 
wishes & support go to Monica and all her family.  Colin had been an active member of the 
G.C.S.B.S. for many years and was a long serving member of the Management Committee. 
 
Tom Dunbar passed away on 25th January. Tom was also an active society member for many 
years & we send our deepest sympathy to Gloria & her family. 
 
We held another Sausage Sizzle on New Year’s Eve.  Thanks go to volunteers Margaret and 
Terry Higgins, Carmon Burke & Shirley Goody and of course there was John Hodgkinson and 
Greg and myself.   It was a very hot day and profits were down a little but with stock left 
over for our next Sausage Sizzle on Friday the 2 February that should be a good day.  Any 
volunteers would be very welcome to come along and share the day with us. 
 
Conference planning is going well with a fourth garden visit listed for the Bus Trip on the 
18th October 2019.  Guest Speakers’ profiles are building on the Website with Becky Trevor 
being the latest addition to our Guest Speaker listings.  Visit www.goldenbroms.com to 
check out updated information.  A site inspection took place at the venue at Seaworld 
Resort and Conference Centre on the 15th of January 2018 for Wendy Perske, True Grant, 
Greg Aizlewood, John Hodgkinson & I to view the conference areas and sort allocation of 
areas connected to the Conference. 
 
Shopping Centre dates are booked and confirmed for 2018 – see the dates and centres 
listed in the Bromlink.  Gaven Braden (Members’ Services Desk) has the book to register 
interest in selling at the Shopping Centres. 
 
Unfortunately Merrilyn Whitehead and Keith are unable to convene the Kitchen heading 
into 2018.  We thank them for their support in the past and would welcome them back in 
the future.  The kitchen provides a great service to not only our own members, but also 
members of the general public for something to eat and a cup of tea.  If any member, male 
or female, would consider taking on the job of convening the Kitchen at our General 
Meetings please contact Narelle on 55461161. Your help would be very much appreciated.  
Marjorie Bullen kindly managed the Kitchen for January 2018 at short notice but definitely 
cannot do that job for an extended period. For the past twelve month period, income from 
the Kitchen has been paid into the “Golden Broms Conference Account.”  However funds 
raised from the Kitchen will now be going back into the G.C.S.B.S. Treasury. 

http://www.goldenbroms.com/
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The Produce Table continues to make a valuable income for “Golden Broms” and sincere 
thanks go to all who helped in any way with the Produce Table in 2017. Hopefully it will be 
successful again in 2018.  See the Financial Report for the Golden Broms Conference to see 
how the fundraising is going.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you who has 
volunteered and helped in any way for the betterment of the G.C.S.B.S. and I can only hope 
for your continued support for another great year. 
 
Narelle Aizlewood. 
 

Events & Upcoming Speakers for 
our General Meetings 2018 

 
February 24    General Meeting 
Harvey Cooper Preston will give a power point presentation on 
her recent trip to Mexico 
Popular Vote Competition  
Plants of the Month: Aechmea, Billbergia & any succulent 
 
March 24   General Meeting 
Bruce Dunstan will do a power point presentation on his visit to Costa Rica 
Popular Vote Competition  
Plants of the Month: Tillandsia, Vriesea & any succulent 
 
April 28   General Meeting 
Jen Burrows will present the Annual Quiz 
Popular Vote Competition  
Plants of the Month: Alcantarea, Cryptanthus, Neoregelia & any succulent 
 
May 26   General Meeting 
Wesley Trevor will talk about the Spectrum Nursery on the Gold Coast 
Popular Vote Competition  
Plants of the Month: Bromeliad Intergenerics, Guzmania & any succulent 
 
June 23   General Meeting 
Practical workshops out of four stations: 

1. Offsets & propagation 
2. Pests & fertilisers 
3. Growing in different soils & mediums 
4. Mounting Tillandsias 

Popular Vote Competition  
Plants of the Month: Quesnelia, Tillandsia & any succulent 
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July 28   General Meeting 
Dave Boudier & Kerryn Simpson will give a presentation on their trip to Singapore & 
Gardens by the Bay 
Popular Vote Competition  
Plants of the Month: Dyckia, Hechtia, Puya & any succulent 
 
August 25    General Meeting 
George Stamatis will speak on ‘Conservation through Cultivation’ 
Popular Vote Competition  
Plants of the Month: Aechmea, Orthophytum & any succulent 
 
September 22   Annual General Meeting 
Nev Ryan will speak on ‘Flowering Tillandsias’ 
Popular Vote Competition  
Plants of the Month: Billbergia, Vriesea & any succulent 
 
October 27    General Meeting 
Amanda Meads will do a practical demonstration on ‘Floral Arrangements using 
Bromeliads’  
Popular Vote Competition  
Plants of the Month: Canistrum, Neoregelia, Nidularium & any succulent 
 
November 17 & 18    Sales & Judged Competition at Carrara. 

 
November 24    General Meeting 
Xmas ‘Party on the Green’ & ‘Colossal Plant Raffle’ 
Popular Vote Competition Presentation of Awards – NO COMPETITION 
Plants of the Month: Any Bromeliad Genus not previously featured & any succulent 
 

December    No meeting 
 

 

 

 

 We have recently lost two of our society members, Colin Mead & Tom Dunbar. They 
will be very greatly missed.  We send our heartfelt sympathy to Monica & Gloria & 
their family & friends. 

 Thank you to Rosie Kelly, Neale Mead & Graeme Bullen for your tributes. 

 Many thanks to Narelle Aizlewood for your reports. 

 Much appreciation to Dennis Cathcart of Tropiflora Nursery, USA, for the article on 
terrestrial bromeliads.  

 Best wishes to you all for 2018. 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
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Financial Report for ‘Golden Broms’ 20th 
Australasian Bromeliad Conference to be Held at 

Sea World Resort on 17-20 October 2019. 
 
Fund raising has gone very well for us this year with our bank account growing nicely. 
A good amount of money has been raised from our monthly Produce Table at the General 
Meetings as well as off site Jam Sales with amounts of between $1,000.00 and $,1500.00 
being banked every two months 
 
I would sincerely like to thank everyone who has contributed in any way to the Produce 
Table either by donating items, ingredients, fruit and vegies, fresh farm eggs or by even 
supporting the produce table with your regular purchases.  Your help is greatly appreciated.  
This will be a great fund raiser for our conference. 
 
We have held five sausage sizzles in the year making a good profit on each and again a very 
sincere thank you to everyone who has helped on the Sausage Sizzle Roster.  It makes 
everyone’s load a little lighter. 
 
Very generous donations have also been received from various Bromeliad Societies to help 
with fundraising to enable the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society to host the 20th 
Australasian Bromeliad Conference. 
 
Income:   Donations from Societies and various members approximately $11,358.00 
  Sausage Sizzles       $5,947.25 
  Art and Craft, Produce items and Jam Sales   $6,913.75 
  Proceeds from Kitchen      $2,843.20 
  Proceeds from “Golden Broms” Plant Sales.   $1,590.40 

Making a total of approximately $ 28,652.60 raised up to and including 
31/12/17. 

 
The total deposit of $20,000.00 to Sea World Resort has been paid in full.  We have 61 
delegates already registered for the conference.  
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Guest Speakers have all been confirmed and John Hodgkinson is working with them to get 
their information/profiles onto the Golden Broms Website. For any information on the 
conference go to www.goldenbroms.com 
 
The Conference Committee Members, Greg and Narelle Aizlewood and John Hodgkinson, 
gratefully appreciate your help and encourage you all to continue with these fine efforts.  
This is a very exciting time for the G.C.S.B.S. in regard to hosting the 20th Australasian 
Bromeliad Conference.   
 
From your Conference Committee 
Greg and Narelle Aizlewood and John Hodgkinson. 

 
17 – 20 October 2019 - ‘Golden Broms   

20TH Australasian Bromeliad Conference 
 
On Saturday 16 September 2017 Greg and I attended the general meeting of the Sunshine 
Coast Bromeliad Society Inc. at their meeting room at the Community Centre, 
Maroochydore. 
 
Greg and I have been members of the S.C.B.S. for many years but had not attended for 
some time. 
 
We also were delegates at the very successful “Sunny Broms” Conference held in Caloundra 
March/April 2017.  It was an extremely happy and friendly conference and even the threat 
of a looming cyclone bearing down on us could not dampen our spirits. 
 
We attended their meeting in September 2017 because Nigel Thomson had notified us that 
the S.C.B.S. would be donating a cheque to the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society 
Inc. to help with the funding for “Golden Broms”.   
 
It was an extremely generous offer from the Sunshine Coast Bromeliad Society and Greg 
and I very gratefully accepted a cheque for $5000 on behalf of our society. 
 
Other Bromeliad Societies have also made contributions to our fundraising efforts for our 
Conference by way of donations, and we sincerely appreciate their generosity (they include 
the Northern Territory Bromeliad Society, the Bromeliad Society of Queensland &the 
Illawarra Bromeliad Society). 
 
On behalf of all the Conference Committee, the Management Committee and all members 
of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Soc. Inc. THANK YOU all very much. 
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Grievances 
 
The management committee would like to sincerely apologise for the inexcusable, 
disruptive behaviour that occurred at the General Meeting of the G.C.S.B.S. on 27th January 
2018. No one should be exposed to such turmoil when they attend a meeting expecting a 
social & enjoyable time.   
 
The management committee are doing everything within their power to ensure that this 
never happens again. As a Duty of Care to all concerned, we are endeavouring to make the 
venue a safe and peaceful environment for us all. 
 
We are also working to resolve the issues that led to this behaviour in accordance with the 
Grievance Procedures in the G.C.S.B.S. By Laws.  
 
The management committee is always open to suggestions, comments & complaints. Any 
member of the Society has a right to express their opinion/disapproval in regard to 
committee decisions. However these need to be brought to the committee & in a manner 
that facilitates positive discussion & a speedy resolution.  
 
If a member so wishes, they may pursue the formal Grievance Procedures as outlined in the 
G.C.S. B. S. By Laws. This process is initiated by sending a written complaint, outlining the 
issue/s, to the President.  
 
For members’ information there are three copies of the Constitution and By Laws available 
in the Library for anyone who is interested in learning about the Grievance Procedures to 
which we are adhering. 
 
Narelle Aizlewood 
President 
On Behalf of the Management Committee 

 
Vale Tom Dunbar 

7/8/25 – 25/1/18 
 

Tribute written by Rosie Kelly 

 
The sign said ”Bromeliads for sale” and I squealed as we flashed past in the car. After 5 
minutes of conversation and pleading for us to return, we finally turned the car around and 
stopped at number 317. I was awestruck as we entered through the front fence and walked 
down the gently sloping driveway lined with orange and yellow blanchetianas. We were 
warmly welcomed with a “G’day, I’m Tom Dunbar” and a firm handshake and a smile that 
instantly relaxed you. We were then introduced to Gloria and we went on to wander 
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through their 5 acres of garden, learning about how they built and settled here in 1976 with 
their family. I was soon to 
realise that although Gloria 
loved her bromeliads, Tom’s 
real love was Tillandsias, and 
he proudly showed us around 
his little Till shed where he 
had his collection. The love 
for their well-maintained 
garden was obvious as was 
the love they had for clivias. 
 
We also learned that they 
were active members of the 
Gold Coast Succulent and 
Bromeliad Society, which we 
had only just joined. 
Conversation flowed easily as they generously gave us huge amounts of information about 
growing bromeliads. By the time we left both Rob and I felt a real connection to this lovely 
couple and were told to come back any time. Well we went back the very next day, for 
another look around. We later talked about what an excellent memory they both had and 
easily remembered my name…as it turns out Rosie was their dog. We laugh about that to 
this very day.  
 
Well that was the summer of 2006, and so began a friendship that has seen us travel to 
conferences together, holiday in New Zealand together and go on some fun weekends 
searching for new bromeliads. We were treated as an extension of their family, as they are 
to us. Tom was a character, loved to entertain, loved a glass of red and was incredibly 
generous; not only in material things, but in the time and the energy he invested in you. 
When you were in Tom’s company, time mattered little and you were his focus. He was a 
capable man, and it felt calm and reassuring to have him around.  
 
Tom was a local Northern New South Wales lad, born and raised in Murwillumbah. He had a 
love of fishing and he and his brother owned a boat and often caught huge numbers of fish 
in the nets and sold them directly on the coastal beaches.  
 
In 1942, Tom joined the Australian Infantry Force (In “A” company). He was sent to New 
Britain and fought on Bougainville Island. He was about 18, but Tom’s daughter Shireen tells 
me they believe he put his age up. After the war ended he was demobilised from the army 
and sent back to Australia. He then volunteered in the Air Force in the early 1950’s and was 
sent to Woomera, driving semis with the rockets on the back!!! After resigning from the Air 
Force he joined the PMG and worked his way up the ranks, finally being in charge of over 
100 men. 
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During that time, he went on to marry the love of his life, Gloria, in April 1956 and together 
they had 3 children Chris, Shireen and Melissa who he was always incredibly proud of.  
 
After retiring at age 62 Tom became focused on his local community and town Koonorigan 
and helped raise funds through opening their garden. Our Gold Coast Society was lucky 
enough to have the pleasure of attending open days at the Dunbar’s. The garden in spring 
was picturesque with literally hundreds and hundreds of clivias flowering and bromeliads 
blooming. 
 
Around 5 years ago the large garden became too much for Tom to cope with and so he and 
Gloria sold their beloved property and moved into Ballina. They established a small but 
lovely bromeliad garden there, set overlooking the water. It was here that we celebrated 
Tom’s 90th birthday in 2015. 
 
Tom and Gloria continued to drive up to our monthly Bromeliad Meeting from their 
Northern Rivers home for fellowship until ill health eventually meant they were no longer 
able to attend. 
 
The last 15 months or so for Tom has sadly been spent in failing health and in and out of 
hospital for frequent treatment. He remained the perfect gentleman, in spite of his health, 
calm, patient and thoughtful as he always was. He had the most wonderful sense of humour 
and I think this is what I will miss the most. 
 
Early in the morning of the 25th January 2018, Tom arose from his bed and sat down in his 
favourite chair and simply fell asleep. While we are most saddened by our loss, we are 
incredibly grateful that his death was so peaceful. 
 
Tom will be missed enormously, not only by his loving family, but by his many friends. 
He was a good bloke 
 
RIP our dear Tom 
 
 

Vale Colin Mead 
3/6/38 – 26/12/17 

 
Tribute written by Neale Mead, Colin’s 

son. 
 
Our family and friends like to remember Dad 
as a happy man who loved to have a chat and 
a joke, and most of all loved his family. Being 
brought up on a farm Dad loved to be 
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outdoors in the garden. Dad grew fruit trees like mandarins and paw paws plus vegetables 
while also helping Mum who is the Bromeliad Collector. Their gardens are quite sizeable as 
their home is on three quarters of an acre and most of it contains gardens. (You will see 
below it says 3 acres but they sold off some of their land when dad retired). 
 
Early Days 
In 1926 Dad’s parents, William and Doris Mead, had bought 120 acres in Learoyd Road, 
Acacia Ridge and began a dairy supplying fresh milk to the surrounding areas. They set 
about starting a family and on the 3rd of June 1938 Dad was born. He was child number 5 of 
a final total of 8. Five boys and three girls. 
 
The year of Dad’s birth was only 1 year prior to the start of WW2 so obviously these were 
tough times for families. Notwithstanding this, Dad always had fond memories of his early 
years growing up on the farm with his brothers and sisters. There was always plenty of work 
to do milking the cows and delivering the milk. But there also was time for some fun 
especially when his parents were out for the day. 
 
Courting 
In 1957 Dad took a liking to a young lady at the other end of his street, my mother Monica. 
Mum was also from a large family with 9 children. Their courting days saw them going to 
Roller Skating at The Blue Moon at South Brisbane, Old Time Dancing at the Library Hall also 
at South Brisbane and Movies at the Odeon Theatre at Annerley. 
 
Mum and Dad married on the 2nd of May 1959 at the Trinity Church Wooloongabba. It 
didn’t take long for them to establish their own family with 5 children Terry, Neale, Glenn, 
Karen and Michele born over eight years. 
 
Homes 
Initially, after getting married, Mum and Dad lived in a room in Dad’s parents’ farmhouse at 
Acacia Ridge. 
 
In 1960 they set out to build their own home 
but money was hard to come by due to the 
Menzies Government Credit Squeeze stopping 
the banks from lending. Fortunately, they were 
able to obtain a loan from his parents and set 
about building a small timber home just down 
the road from his parents. 
 
By the time child number 5 was born our little 
home was bursting at the seams so my parents 
bought a 3 acre block from his parents on 
Watson Road Acacia Ridge and set about building a larger home. This has been their home 
for just short of 50 years. 
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  Both their homes were on land divided from the original farm where Dad grew up and he 
loved to tell how he spent his whole life on the same property.  
 
Career 
After leaving school Dad continued to work with his parents on the dairy. During the 50’s 
there was a severe drought so the dairy struggled.  So his parents switched to delivering 
bottled milk obtained from Pauls Milk. It was around the same time that Acacia Ridge began 
to grow as a suburb with the Housing Commission adding hundreds of homes to the 
customer base. 
 
Dad had continued to work for his parents following the changeover to bottled milk until 
the early 60’s at which time he purchased his own milk-run from them.  
 
In 1970 that milk-run was sold and at 32 Dad had his first real break from work. It didn’t last 
long as he was soon back into the milk business this time at St Lucia.  
 
His time at St Lucia saw some challenges with the 1974 floods and strike action at the Milk 
Factories. He spent many a night sleeping in a line up in his truck just waiting to get his 
supply. Also, the hilly terrain saw him burn out more clutches in his milk truck than you 
thought possible. 
 
In 1981 it was time for a change and Mum and Dad bought the Fruit Shop at Elizabeth 
Street, Acacia Ridge. Although Dad enjoyed a chat at the markets and with the customers, 
the fruit shop was never really his passion. 
  
It was the year of Expo when Dad started his final career at Australia Post. Before getting 
the job he had to set about learning the Postcodes of Australia. At 50 this was going to take 
some work, but he made it look easy. He initially worked in the Sorting Rooms at Roma 
Street, but fortunately for him after a couple of years the sorting was relocated to 
Underwood which was much closer to home. 
 
In 2002 Dad decided it was time to retire and spend some time in the garden. 
 

Tribute to Colin Mead from Graeme Bullen 
  

On Tuesday, 26th December 2017, our Society lost one of its long-time members, Colin 
Douglas Mead. Colin passed away suddenly at his home in Acacia Ridge. His service was 
held at the Mt. Gravatt Memorial Gardens on Friday the 5th of January, the chapel being 
filled to capacity. Colin, along with his wife Monica, was a regular attender at our meetings, 
enjoying a chat & a joke & always sharing his cheerful disposition. Always Monica's "right 
hand man”, either delivering plants, or being her "off-sider" in the kitchen. 
 
 He will be sadly missed by his large family & friends, including those of us in the Society. 
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Tropiflora’s Terrestrial Bromeliad Care 
 

 
This article is used with the kind permission of Dennis Cathcart - Tropiflora Nursery, 

Florida, USA 
 
 Terrestrial bromeliads are not of a single genus or even ‘type’ of bromeliad, rather as a 
group are those that are soil dependant, unlike some species which are facultative 
epiphytes and can be grown in soil or epiphytically. Coming from at least two of the three 
bromeliad subfamilies, Pitcairnioideae and Bromelioideae they are represented by 
numerous genera and many species. Further, as a group, their only characteristic in 
common is their dependency on growing in soil. There are arid growers, mesic growers, 
shade lovers and sun lovers. Some are miniature and some are giants, some have soft, 
delicate foliage and others stiff, well armed, weapon-like foliage. Terrestrial bromeliads 
occur over the entire range of the Bromeliaceae, or from the U.S. to Argentina and the 
Caribbean. As a group, they have little in common. So, you may ask, how can we lump them 
all together in a single care sheet of cultural tips? Obviously, this care sheet will only be the 
very most basic of guidelines, leaving you to do more in depth research or experimentation 
to find out what care is best suited to your terrestrial bromeliad.   
 
While terrestrial bromeliads have little in common aside from their need to be in soil, there 
are some basic natural groupings of characteristics that can be made. Nearly all terrestrial 
bromeliads lack the ability to hold water in the leaf axils. This characteristic was apparently 
never developed for two reasons; those from arid environments have infrequent rain to 
catch, so don’t need a ‘tank’. Terrestrial plants have 
access to moisture at the root zone, something that 
epiphytic plants do not. Most species need good 
soil drainage too; even those that prefer some 
constant moisture still do not like poorly draining, 
dense soils. It could probably be said that there are 
other basic groupings, such as sun loving and shade 
loving or moisture loving and dry growing. Perhaps 
the best way to treat their preferences with any 
degree of accuracy is to do it by genus or at least by 
those with genera that like similar conditions. So, 
that is what we will try to do.  
 
Sun loving terrestrials: This group as a whole can 
tolerate very bright light up to full sun, though they 
may perform well or even better, in some degree of 
light shade.  
 

                                                                           
                                                                        Photo: Ananus comosus var.  bracteatus variegated 
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Ananas This is the group containing the familiar pineapple, grown widely across the globe. 
These plants like rich, loamy soil with a constant moisture content. Good drainage is still 
preferred. Full sun or bright light is best for form and color. Pots should be large enough to 
hold the plant upright, but also to accommodate a substantial root system. Some species 
grow to over three feet across. Propagation is by offsets from the base of the plant or 
between lower leaves and from adventitious offsets at the base of the fruits.  
 
Bromelia and related genera 
Deinacanthon and Neogalziovia are 
terrestrials that lack a reservoir and 
grow, for the most part, in open 
grasslands, restinga or rocky caatinga 
and occasionally in open forests. All can 
withstand full sun or very bright light, 
and their coloration and form will be 
much better in stronger light too. There 
are some miniatures or very small 
varieties suitable for pot culture, but 
with Bromelia especially, growing in 
containers is a challenge. Not only for 
their sheer size, but most species of Bromelia and the related genera, produce offsets on 
long stolons which need room to develop and to emerge from the soil. Too small a 
container will result in a pot full of soilless roots and un-emerged stolons winding around in 
the pot that may eventually push the plant right out of the container. In general, this group 
likes loamy soil, good drainage, frequent watering but with some wet-dry cycling. Fertilize 
occasionally for good growth, when growing potted. It should be added that some species 
are fairly cold hardy, but you will have to do research to determine which, and meanwhile 
protect them from freezing temps and frost.  
 
Photo above right: Bromelia aff. sylvicola 
 
Deuterocohnia is a Genus that is getting more popular, even among succulent fanciers. 
Generally very dry growing plants from the deserts of Peru and the ‘southern cone’ 
countries of South America. Deuterocohnia is famous for its perennial inflorescence on 
most species. The inflorescence will form between the leaves near the top of the rosette, 
and can vary between a foot to over 6 feet tall in some varieties. Rather than dying off after 
blooming, it forms new branches and flowers each new season. There are two basic groups 
of Deuterocohnia, those with exerted inflorescences and those without, most of which 
were formerly in the genus Abromeitiella, now defunct. The former group is generally large, 
6 inches to three feet across and requires larger containers. Generally from very arid, sunny 
locations, they nonetheless have fairly thin (not particularly succulent) foliage and can 
tolerate extended dry conditions. A rich, loamy, but good draining mix is best, though some 
grow their plants in a very spartan, ‘dirty perlite’ or pumice mix. As a group they are quite 
cold hardy, though should not be allowed to freeze or be exposed to frost. The other group 
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of former Abromeitiellas are clustering, clump forming miniatures lacking a scape or having 
only a very abbreviated one, along with very thick, succulent leaves. This species quickly 
forms mounds that can cover the entire container, thus must be repotted from time to time 
to keep the plants from drying out because water can’t reach the roots. This type does not 
like ‘wet feet’ and should be allowed to dry between watering. Deuteroconias are easily 
propagated by seed or by offsets or divisions.     
 
Dyckia is perhaps the 
most widely grown 
terrestrial genus by 
bromeliad and 
succulent fanciers. 
Varying in size from a 
few inches across to 
nearly 3 feet, there are 
many very handsome 
species and a great 
many hybrids with 
decorative foliage. The 
bloom spikes are 
usually a foot to three 
feet tall and are 
formed laterally, 
sometimes in 
multiples, and bear bell-shaped yellow to orange flowers. In spite of their ‘cactus like’ look 
of stiff, glossy, spiny leaves, they are a genus that enjoys frequent watering. Avoid ‘wet 
feet’ by planting in a fast draining media with some moisture retentive properties, but do 
not allow them going for extended periods without water. Plants frequently overgrow their 
pots, ‘shading’ the soil from water, and will begin to show signs of stress. Repotting to keep 
some soil exposed to overhead watering is best and a larger container accommodates more 
of a root system for these terrestrials. Shrivelled, yellowing leaves is generally a sign of too 
little water and/or a root-bound plant. Full sun or bright light produce the best color and 
form. Propagation is by offsets or seed and sometimes by division of a clump.  
                                                                                                                 Photo above: Dyckia ‘Dusk’ 
 
Encholirium is a genus of terrestrial and saxicolous plants mainly from central Brazil. 
Though there are some smaller varieties, many are quite large, with very spiny leaves. In 
nature this genus is found on stony ground or growing on steep hillsides of solid rock, 
forming a root system in the smallest of cracks. Adapting these plants to cultivation has 
been a challenge and therefore there are few species commonly available in cultivation. 
Generally speaking, they need a pot large enough to allow overhead watering, loamy but 
very good draining soil. Allow drying between watering and protect from extended periods 
of rain outdoors. Propagation is usually from seed, though some species produce offsets. 
The main rosette will die off after blooming. 
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 Hechtia is a genus of sun-loving species that are often restricted to the hottest, driest parts 
of its range, that from the Big Bend of Texas to Honduras. By far, most species are endemic 
to Mexico. Small to almost giant in size, most species are comfortable in a 6 inch to 10 inch 
pot. In cultivation they like good drainage and ample sized pots. Watering during the hot 
seasons should be thorough, but on a frequency that will allow complete drying between 
watering. Stressful, hot, dry conditions lend to more compact, colorful foliage, often with 
red banding or spotting. Propagation is by offsets mainly, as Hechtias are dioecious and two 
sexes are required to pollinate the flowers.  
 
Orthophytum contains sun loving species as well as 
some shade growers. The sun loving types are 
generally, though not completely restricted to those 
with a nidular inflorescence. Species such as 
burlemarxii (now Sincoraea burlemarxii), albopictum 
(now Sincoraea albopicta) and navioides (now 
Sincoraea navioides) resemble some smaller species 
of Bromelia and take about the same growing 
conditions. Generally saxicolous, growing in cracks 
or between rocks; they thrive in a good draining mix 
with a gritty texture and enjoy bright light. Bulb pan 
pots are good for these types. Among those with a 
tall scape, O. lemei, horridum and a few others can 
be grown in full sun or partial shade. The more 
mesic varieties will be treated in the next section on 
shade growing varieties.  
 

                                     Photo above: Orthophytum ‘Fire & Ice’ 
 
Puya is a huge genus of mostly Andean species that often 
grow at very high altitudes on treeless plains, on slopes and 
in bogs. Few members of this genus are in cultivation due in 
part to the relatively giant size of many in this genus. Those 
that are small enough for container culture are often cool-
growing and thus unsuitable for many growers, save those 
in cooler, drier Mediterranean climatic zones. Puyas need 
ample root room and a good draining mix that is not 
allowed to dry completely out. Puyas are used in landscape 
in the desert southwest and California because of their 
often silvery foliage and showy blue flowers. Propagation is 
by seed or offsets. The genera Ochagavia and Fascicularia 
can be included here, as both are cool growing, higher 
growing genera.  
 

Photo above: Puya ferruginia 
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Shade loving or at least those less tolerant to full sun, includes members of several genera. 
These plants are frequently native in areas that are hot and bright, but may grow under 
shrubs, in the shadow of rocks or in forest conditions. Some can tolerate moist, mesic 
conditions, while others still prefer fast drainage and some wet-dry cycling.  
 
Cryptanthus is far and away the most widely 
cultivated, popular genus of terrestrial 
bromeliads that are not grown in direct sun. 
There are a couple of exceptions, but on the 
whole, most species prefer loamy soil that 
never is allowed to become completely dried 
out but still affords good drainage. Bright, 
indirect light, out of direct sun is best. Too 
little light may result in faded colors and a 
dull appearance while too much light can 
cause bleaching or burning. Drying out for 
extended periods will cause permanent damage such as poor root development and drying 
or yellowing leaves. Cryptanthus are extremely popular as a house plant and in terrariums. 
A pot large enough to accommodate a vigorous root system is recommended. Regular 
fertilization will make a big difference in how your plants grow and look. Propagation is by 
offsets which are almost always rootless, but can be stuck into constantly moist, warm soil 
to root. Cold sensitivity is a factor in growing Cryptanthus, with temps in the 40’s (F) barely 
tolerated.                                                               Photo above: Cryptanthus acaulis variegated 
                                                                                  
Disteganthus is an obscure, rarely grown genus related to Bromelia. Mainly forest dwellers, 
they require warm temps, evenly moist but good draining mix and protection from direct 
sun.  A generally fussy, difficult genus of just a couple species.   
                                                                                        Photo below: Fosterella spectabilis 
Fosterella is a rather unique and 
somewhat enigmatic genus that is not too 
commonly seen in cultivation. Plants may 
be bulb-like, with deciduous leaves that 
dry up and fall off seasonally then re-grow 
each year. Some species are evergreen. 
Most come from hot climatic zones, even 
quite arid places, but are rarely growing in 
direct sun, rather occurring on shaded 
banks or under brush or grasses. In 
cultivation we find that most like 
conditions similar to that of a Cryptanthus, 
brightly lit shade, moist but not wet soil 
and warmth. Fosterellas though can take drought, especially during the dormant season. If 
your plant loses its leaves, water the remaining bulb only sparingly until leaves reappear. A 
few species are more mesic, notably F. micrantha from Mexico, which is not only far away 
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from the ‘normal’ range of southern South America, but is also found on cliffs in wet 
montane forests. Propagation is usually from seed but occasionally by division of a clump.  
 
Navia is a genus that has many rather spectacular members, but few are in cultivation. 
Growing largely in the ‘Lost World’ of the Guyana Shield of Venezuela and surrounding 
countries, they are frequently restricted to a single locality on wet cliffs or rock outcrops. 
Notoriously difficult to adapt to cultivation, hence there are only a few that can regularly be 
found. Navia enjoys constantly moist but not wet media that has good drainage and 
aeration. Light can be from fairly shaded to quite bright, but not full sun. Propagation is by 
seed and offsets.  
 
Orthophytum has shade loving members along with the sun lovers. Normally those with a 
scape for an inflorescence as opposed to the nidular types, enjoy some degree of shade. In 
nature these are often found growing under deciduous tree canopy or scrubby vegetation. 
Occasionally they occur in situations where they are in sun part of the day and shaded by 
rocks the rest of the day. These types like quick draining mix with some water retentive 
qualities. Peaty or loamy soils mixed with Perlite or pumice are good. Bright, indirect 
lighting and winter warmth make a handsome plant. Regular fertilization will reward you 
with bigger size, more ample blooms and a good flush of offsets for propagation. A growing 
favorite amongst bromeliad and succulent fanciers. The genus Lapanthus belongs here 
culturally too.  
                                                                                                  Photo below: Pitcairnia oliva-estevae 
Pepinia and Pitcairnia can be listed together here, 
though they both have a wide variety of species 
from a wide variety of habitats. There are those 
few that grow in full sun in dry conditions, but most 
are sub-mesic or of types that enjoy some moisture 
and partial sun. Again it is hard to generalize about 
any genus, especially one so large and diverse, but 
on the whole, Pepinia and Pitcairnia enjoy large 
containers, well draining soil that is kept a little 
moist, warmth and bright indirect light. You may 
find that some are deciduous and therefore will 
require less water when dormant. Most species in 
cultivation are easy to grow and enjoy regular 
fertilization. Propagation is by seed and divisions.                 
 

Welcome to New Members 2017/2018 
 
Sharon Born, Hazel Brown, Matisse Brown, Suzann Baker, Richard & Diane Cornale, Allyson 
Clarke, Tania Fenton Barter, Cath Foxover, Bruce Haling & Val ten Hoopen, Liam Higgins, 
Elizabeth Jones, Sabina Mitchell, Natasha Musch, Michael Nelson, Tania & Peter Perikow, 
Susan Speers, Erin Vitinaros 
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A list of all GCSBS members (including new members) is displayed at the Meet & 

Greet Desk at society meetings 

 

 
          UPCOMING SHOPPING CENTRE DISPLAY & SALES EVENTS 
 

 Helensvale Plaza    February 22 & 23 

 Mudgeeraba Market     March 7 & 8 

 Nerang My Centre    March 22 & 23 

 Springwood Mall     April 26 & 27 

 Southport Park    May 10, 11, & 12 

 Mudgeeraba Market     May 16 & 17 

 Helensvale Plaza    June 21 & 22 

 Southport Park    July 12, 13 & 14 

 Mudgeeraba Market     August 22 & 23 

 Mudgeeraba Market     November 28 & 29 
 

Members with 3 or more months' membership can add their name to the list of sellers for any of 
the above venues and dates. This register (Event Bookings) is available at the Member Services 

Desk at each monthly general meeting. Of course there are certain guidelines to be followed when 
representing us at these venues. For more information please contact Narelle Aizlewood. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The aims of the society are:  
 

(A)   To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote the culture and 
development of succulents and bromeliads.  
 

(B)  To acquire and disseminate information regarding these plants and to 
encourage their production and propagation. 
 

(C)  To ban totally from our collection any such plants which become noxious. 
 

(D)  To enlighten members and the public on the dangers of cultivating certain 
noxious species. 
 

(E)  To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other events, and to make such 
publications as are deemed desirable. 
 

(F)  To associate, affiliate or otherwise join or connect ourselves with similar 
bodies or societies. 
 

(G)  To make seeds and plants available to members under the control of the 
Society. 
 

(H)  To foster family membership and members. 
 


